
Grammar Punctuation Rules

1
. Semicolon complete ; complete

-> semicolons and periods are equal to each other
-> can be used to separate phrases if a comma
has already been used

↳ EX .

v

* if there is a comma sandwich added to the sentence then use semicolons
to separate items of a list

↳ EX .

list or
complete2. Colons - Lengthyexplanation

*Check if what follows the colon equals the complete sentence that
came before

↳ Ex.I have 3 siblings : John ,Mary , and David
(siblings= John ,Mary ,David

↳ She had one goal in life: to travel the world and see all its
wonders.

(goal-travel the world andsee all wonders)
over into
st3. - Dash- mini list
mini detail-( ( mini definition

comma
s sandwich ↳sentence should still make

sense without it
EX .

* one dash
can be used to indicate break -> EX .

in thought or give more into
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SAT reading/grammar tips + tricks

① Vocab questions: look for _________ or _________ and find the synonym 
or word with the right connotation → it there's no keyword________________ 
and find an answer that matches that.
	 watch out for_____________ex: the price of the car was not insignificant
② Disregard ____________aka unnecessary information when reading 

③ Main idea questions: look at the words/phrases_______________ 
throughout the passage
④ Main idea/Main purpose questions: quickly read each answer choice and get 
the keywords… "to convey" "to explain" "to emphasize" then_______to what the 
passage says → hint: look at_____and_____sentence to help determine this. 
Especially in_____
⑤ If the question says "which choice most logically completes the text? " this is 
an___________________, take your time reading the entire paragraph to 
understand what should be_______________
⑥ If the question is analyzing two different texts, text2_______________to 
text 1... So first find claim for text 2 → read text 2 first
⑦ For questions with the bulletpoints, go to the_________first & find the bullets 
with that info. If answers have_____info or_______from bullets then_______

Grammar
① _________is important → match patterns in the sentence. Look for:
	 	 	 -)_________patterns: past, future
	 	 	 -)___________patterns →
② Review punctuation rules..... Especially be careful with________, 
many answers are wrong because they create_________

-Commas______separate___________sentences 
unless you add a conjunction: 

-A period and semicolon______each other so 
eliminate answers that are the same

-______use a comma with______

③ Look for subject verb agreement
	 	 	 → subject + verb look opposite when it comes to adding “s" example:
	 	 	 A bird sings                         or                     the flowers bloom
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④ Transition words: know your_____________. Label your_____________

⑤ Dangling Modifiers happen when verbs are not_________________to 
their subject

Steps to answer:
① find the______
② ask yourself__________is doing that action and 
skim through the answer choices
③ underline the________needed in each answer. Pick 
the answer with the subject in 
the_______________→ the order is what matters

How to identify a DM question
	 •	 check if answer choices are delivering 

the____________but in a________________

fancy "however"
Ψ



Name:__ ____________
Take notes and follow along!!
INTRO TO SAT READING
 
The reading and writing section:

       Each module contains ________________

       Total number of questions: _______________

       Number of modules: _______ (_________ questions within each)

       Total Time: ____________ minutes (____________ minutes per 
module)

       The first ~15 questions will test your 
_______________________________________________. The remainder 
of the questions 

in each module will test your ____________________________.
Strategy:

       Start with the ___________________ questions (~question 15) and then 
work 

your way ___________________ to the reading comprehension questions
       Try answering the 

________________________________________________________________ 
within 10-12 minutes. This leaves you with ~22 minutes to complete the 

______________________________________________________.
Answering Questions:

       Always read 
_________________________________________________ first

       Always use the 
____________________________________________________________..
. don't just "choose" an answer choice

       Always ask yourself 
"____________________________________________ AND does 



it actually 
_____________________________________________________________
________ being asked?"

       Your ___________________________________does not matter on the 
SAT

       Just because an answer choice is true, does not mean it is 

_________________________________________________________________________
_.

 
 
INTRO TO SAT GRAMMAR
 
Parts of Speech:

Verb
       Describes ________________________________________
       Example: play, visit, to eat, is

Nouns
       ___________________________________________________________________________

___________
       Example: dog, city, happiness, freedom

Pronoun
       Used to replace 

_____________________________________________________________________
_

       Example: he, she, it, they, we
Adjectives

       ________________________________________ or modifies a noun
       Example: red, beautiful, tall, intelligent

Adverbs
       Describes or modifies 

____________________________
       Example: quickly, very, well, often

Preposition
       Shows the relationship between 

______________________________________________________________________________
__and other words in a sentence

       Example: In, on, under, between
Conjunction

       Word that ________________________________________ words, phrases, or 
clauses



       Example: and, or, not, but, although
 
INDEPENDENT AND DEPENDENT CLAUSES
 
A sentence is a set of words that contain...

       a ________________________________________

       a ________________________________________
       and is a complete thought

Independent Clauses = 
____________________________________________________________________________

       Functions as a sentence on their own, conveying a clear message or idea
       Expresses a complete thought and contains a subject and a verb

Dependent Clauses = 

____________________________________________________________________________as 
a complete sentence

       Contains a subject and a verb but 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________

____________________________________________________________________
How this relates to punctuation:

Period (.)
       ____________________________________ Clause. 

_________________________________ Clause
Semi-colon (;)

       _________________________________ Clause; 
________________________________ Clause

Comma (,)
       ____________________________________Clause, 

_____________________________ Clause

       __________________________________ Clause, 
__________________________________ Clause

       Independent Clause, (__________________________________) 
Independent Clause

Colon (:)



       __________________________________ Clause: 
__________________________________ Clause 

__________________________________ Clause: 
__________________________________ Clause

Em Dash (-)
       _______________________________ Clause — 

__________________________________ Clause

       _________________________________________________________________— 
emphasized removable information

      __________________________________— emphasized removable 
interruption — 

__________________________________.
       Emphasized removable information — 

__________________________________________________________________.
PUNCTUATION AND PERIODS
 
A period expresses that a thought or sentence is complete. So this means that we put a 
period at the end of a sentence.

Recall that a sentence is made up of 3 essential parts:

      ___________________________________________________________________________
__________

___________________________________________
_.

The General Process to Answer Punctuation Questions:

Step 1: __________________________________ the punctuation mark

Step 2: Look at the phrase or words __________________________________ the 
punctuation 



mark, and __________________________________.

Step 3: Identify if the phrase before and after is an 
__________________________________ or 

__________________________________ clause (for each)

       Example: When using a __________________________________ we know 
that there must be a full sentence before the period.

       Example: When using a __________________________________ we know 
that there must be a full sentence before the colon.

       Example: When using a __________________________________we know 
that there must be a full sentence before.

Step 4: __________________________________answer choices

Step 5: __________________________________your answer


